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Continuation of a Public Hearing to Consider Approval of a
Revision to the Ozone State Implementation Plan for the San
Francisco Bay Area

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM:

On November 1, 2001, the Board approved the San Francisco Bay
Area 2001 Ozone Attainment Plan for the 1-Hour National Ozone
Standard (2001 Plan) as a revision to the State Implementation
Plan (SIP). This was a continuation of the initial hearing of this item
on July 26, 2001. The Bay Area Air Quality Management District
(District) and its co-lead agencies, the Metropolitan Transportation
Commission (MTC) and the Association of Bay Area Governments
(ABAG) adopted the 2001 Plan on October 26, 2001.

The District prepared the 2001 Plan because the Bay Area failed to
attain the federal ozone standard by its 2000 deadline. As a result,
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency disapproved the Bay
Area’s 1999 Plan and required a new plan with an updated volatile
organic compounds (VOC) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions
inventory, new transportation conformity budgets, and that shows
attainment of the federal ozone standard by 2006.

The 2001 Plan contains a control strategy with seven new
stationary source measures, five new transportation control
measures (TCMs), and eleven further-study measures. In the 2001
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Plan, the District commits to strengthen the Smog Check program
by requesting the State Bureau of Automotive Repair to implement
two VOC reducing program elements. The new measures and on-
going programs will provide 271 tons per day of combined VOC
and NOx emission reductions between 2000 and 2006. The

2001 Plan also includes a new attainment assessment based on
currently available data for the Bay Area. The Bay Area co-lead
agencies have committed to reassess the attainment assessment
in 2003 using data from the Central California Ozone Study and to
submit a revised SIP to U.S. EPA in 2004 with any needed
modifications to the control strategy.

The Board heard testimony from over 50 witnesses. Community
and environmental groups focused on the need for an expanded
public process and more controls to reduce emissions from power
plants and refineries. Local government officials and business
representatives from the Central Valley urged the Board to require
imposition of further controls in the Bay Area, including enhanced
Smog Check, to reduce downwind pollutant transport.

A large number of local Bay Area officials, mostly from
transportation agencies, testified in favor of the 2001 Plan. They
cited the serious impacts that would occur from a transportation
conformity lapse if the 2001 Plan was not approved. Several
industry representatives testified in support of the 2001 Plan, but
requested that further study measures, especially those related to
refineries, be based on sound science.

The Board directed the Executive Officer to convene a meeting
between Bay Area and Valley representatives to discuss bringing
Bay Area into enhanced Smog Check to mitigate transport and
other inter-regional issues. The Board also urged the Bay Area
District to complete its evaluation of the refinery further study
measures by the end of 2002, and to develop any feasible
measures in the near-term. In addition, the Board asked the
Executive Officer to work with MTC to expand use of strategies to
reduce the rate of growth in transportation demand. Finally, the
Board directed staff to report back on these items in mid-2002.

ORAL TESTIMONY:
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Ultramar Inc./WSPA

Harding ESE

City of Oakland, Public Works Agency

Alameda County Congestion
Management Agency
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Children’s Earth
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Citizen

Communities for a Better Environment
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Sierra Club
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Side B Corporation DBA Quality Tuneup
Shops

Moffet Park Business and
Transportation Association

Lennar Communities-BIA of Sacramento

Self

FORMAL BOARD ACTION:

The Board approved Resolution No. 01-27 by a 4-2 vote.

RESPONSIBLE DIVISION: PTSD

STAFF REPORT: Yes (41 pages)



